
LIMESTONE COUNTY 
 

AGRICULTURE 

  Agricultural school and experiment station, fertilizer tax distribution--1894, 368 

  Cotton gins regulated--1886, 623 

  Cotton weigher, office--1888, 802; 1898, 1347 

  Fences, state law suspended--1865, 475 

  Hogs, running at large prohibited--1888, 671 

  Livestock, lists of cattle shipped to be filed--1884, 814 

  Secondary agricultural school demonstration farm, repair of building--1943, 113 

  Stock districts established--1890, 253; 1892, 221; 1894, 735; 1898, 1530 

 

AIRPORTS 

  Incorporation of authority--(GBLA) 1961, 1171; (GBLA) 1971, 2467, 3367 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Sale at Mooresville precinct authorized--1903, 240 

  Sale regulated--1859, 524; 1861, 63; 1866, 545; 1880, 170; 1882, 233, 614; 1884, 270, 723; 1888, 258, 

871; 1890, 86, 88, 1241, 1244; 1892, 876, 956; 1898, 721, 1613 

  Wine, sale and manufacture authorized--1898, 1794; 1900, 2026 

 

AMBULANCE SERVICE 

  Rescue squads, appropriation--(GBLA) 1975, 850; amended--(GBLA) 1975, 2652 

 

ANIMALS 

  Dogs, tax--1915, 153 

  Disposal of dead provided--1973, 233 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 482 (ratified 1987)--County commission authorized to dispose of dead 

animals. 

 

ANNEXATION 

  Approval of county commission required by municipalities outside county--86-394, 581 

 

ARDMORE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

ATHENS--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

BANKS 

  Branch banks authorized--1959, 101, 427 

 

BARBERS 

  Exempt from statewide act--1971, 689, 4608 

  Included in statewide act--1971, 4448; 1973, 254 

  Licensing--1959, 499; repealed--1973, 232 

 

BINGO 

  Bingo regulated--2000-124, 179 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 692--2000-309 (ratified 2000)--Operation authorized. 



 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  Administrative building, construction--1965, 335 

  Appointment of superintendent of education--95-697, 1515; amended--2000-350, 551 

  Athens residents prohibited from voting for board members, referendum--83-678, 1067 

  Community centers, donation of buildings for use--1957, 360; repealed--1966, 533 

  Compensation--1978, 310; 95-450, 945 

  Election and term--1955, 451 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 49; (GBLA) 1971, 1209, 3739, 4194 

  Joint construction and operation of certain schools--1969, 102 

  Meetings, compensation--1892, 932; 1949, 227; 1969, 359 

  Sales and use tax, distribution--1957, 106; amended 99-173, 200 

  Superintendent of education, board authorized to regulate office--1969, 359 

  Textbooks, substitutes for state adopted--97-862, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 202 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 546--92-276, 646 (ratified 1992)--Sales and use tax levied for Athens City 

and Limestone County boards of education. 

 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

  Compensation--79-557, 1006 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

  Fees for certain services--84-541, 1166 

  Indigent health care--84-580, 1216 

 

BOARD OF REGISTRARS 

  Compensation--1978, 308; repealed and replaced--2004-278, 383 

  Election officers and clerks, compensation--92-238, 587 

  Election officers, compensation--1975, 346 

  Meetings--(GBLA) 1971, 3198; 1978, 309 

  Voting centers established and adopted--90-320, 435 

 

BOARD OF REVENUE--See also COUNTY COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS 

  Chair, compensation--1949, 91; 1957, 110 

  Compensation--1947, 264; 1953, 422; 1957, 118; 1965, 338; 1969, 836 

  Contingent fund established--1965, 336 

  Created--1931, 258; 1937, 53; 1939, 182, 235; 1945, 134 

  Districts altered--1951, 785; 1956, 54 

  Election--1955, 454 

  Historic book authorized--1973, 232 

 

BOATS 

  Boat license issuance by mail--92-236, 586 

  Ferries, Vaughn-Easter Ferry Bridge, placing of markers on--1957, 421 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Altered--1821, 72 

 

CEMETERIES 

  Ancient cemeteries, maintenance and protection--92-237, 586 



  Graves, charge for opening--1975, 1014; amended--87-323, 441 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 482 (ratified 1987)--County commission authorized to excavate human 

graves. 

 

CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

  Established--80-292, 405 

  Law enforcement officers--(GBLA) 1975, 1179; amended--(GBLA) 1976; 1007 

 

CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT 

  Clerical assistance--1949, 121; 1957, 119; 1959, 738; 1961, 708; 1965, 338, 424; 1967, 449; 1969, 837; 

(GBLA) 1969, 889; (GBLA) 1971, 1590, 3199 

  Compensation--1949, 121; 1953, 213; 1955, 314; 1957, 119; 1965, 424; 1969, 837; (GBLA) 1971, 3199, 

4317; 1975, 754; 81-617, 1033 

  Consolidation of offices--1947, 119 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1971, 3198, 4333 

  Fees established--1888, 453; 1896, 196 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Compensation of clerk. 

 

CONSTABLES 

  Fees established--1890, 67; 1900, 2462 

  Office abolished--96-288, 332 

 

CORONER 

  Assistants, expense allowance--2008-35, 54 

  Assistants, compensation--91-275, 515 

  Compensation--1955, 444; 1969, 837; (GBLA) 1971, 3199; 1975, 754; 1978, 309; 79-780, 1408; 79-

781, 1409; 91-275, 515; 2000-433, 794 

  Deputy, appointment--80-294, 409 

  Deputy, compensation--91-275, 515 

  Deputy, expense allowance--2008-35, 54 

  Expense allowance--81-418, 661 

  Expense allowance, automobile--2000-67, 84; 2008-35, 54 

 

CORPORATIONS 

  Female Institute of the Tennessee Conference, charter amended--1888, 340 

  Limestone County Oil and Gas Company, incorporated--1890, 1057 

  Navigation Company, incorporated--1823, 72 

  Tennessee and Alabama Central Railroad Company, incorporated--1859, 524 

 

COUNTY COMMISSION--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; COURT OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS 

  Ancient cemeteries, maintenance and protection--92-237, 586 

  Annexation by municipalities outside county, approval required--86-394, 581 

  Annual report, rate of publication--(GBLA) 1975, 850 

  Chair, compensation--1978, 309 

  Clothing damage, reimbursement to employees--81-1100, 363 

  Compensation--1975, 754; 1978, 309; 79-780, 1408; 79-781, 1409; 91-276, 516 

  Consultant appointment, qualifications--(GBLA) 1971, 612 

  Employees reimbursed for physical exams--87-422, 622 



  Expense allowance--81-418, 661 

  Federal Economic Opportunity Act, county commission authorized to use funds to qualify--(GBLA) 

1965, 791; repealed and superseded--(GBLA) 1971, 1591 

  Full-time status--85-272, 172 

  Graves, charge for opening--1975, 1014; amended--87-323, 441 

  Industrial promotion, appropriation--1977, 262 

  Private property, maintaining roads--1977, 301 

  Publication of itemized statements of receipts--1931, 182; repealed--81-649, 1065 

  Recreation program provided--(GBLA) 1973, 768; (GBLA) 1975, 351, 1018 

  Voting centers established and adopted--90-320, 435 

  Water conservation ordinances authorized--2008-76, 97; repealed--2013-226, 544 

  Zoning authorized--99-179, 205 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 371 (ratified 1978)--County commission authorized to establish fire districts. 

  Constitutional Amendment 482 (ratified 1987)--County commission authorized to dispose dead animals 

and excavate human graves. 

 

COUNTY EMPLOYEES--See also CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

  County commission authorized to provide health and medical coverage for retired county employees--

2002-423, 1089 

  Retired, medical insurance provided--86-371, 553 

 

COUNTY OFFICERS 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

certain county officials. 

  Constitutional Amendment 645--98-387 (ratified 1998)--Supernumerary offices abolished, participation 

in employees’ retirement system. 

 

COUNTY SEAT 

  Location--1819, 134 

 

COURT COSTS 

  Solicitor’s fee (39th Jud. Cir.)--2009-357, 679 

  Supervision fee, juvenile cases--2007-329, 586 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs. 

  Constitutional Amendment 644--98-386 (ratified 1998)--Increased for new jail. 

 

COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; COUNTY 

COMMISSION 

  Authorized to subscribe to stock of Tennessee and Central Railroad Company--1855, 291; 1859, 524 

  Bonds, issuance authorized--1857, 331; 1864, 460; 1868, 591; 1898, 1349 

  Caretaker dwelling and tool shed in each district, authorized--1957, 361 

  Compensation--1823, 27; 1825, 29; 1831, 36 

  Districts altered--1876, 154 

  Fire protection, authorized to provide--1955, 400, 444, 452 

  Local legislation, payment for advertising--1931, 127 

  Statement of receipts and expenditures, publication--1900, 357, 1464; 1931, 182; 1953, 424 

 

COURT, CHANCERY 

  Establishment--1868, 450 

  Register, clerical assistance--1961, 708; 1967, 449 



  Terms--1866, 366 

  Time of holding--1878, 99; 1886, 134; 1911, 299 

 

COURT, CIRCUIT 

  Circuit established (39th Jud. Cir.)--1978, 332 

  Clerical assistance (8th Jud. Cir.)--1959, 76 

  Depositions, use in equity cases--1961, 165 

  Judge, additional--1971, 3173 

  Judge, compensation (39th Jud. Cir.)--80-783, 1617; amended--87-400, 571 

  Judge, expense allowance--1961, 638; 1965, 1532; 1967, 1512; 1975, 897 

  Judgeship No. 2 created (39th Jud. Cir.)--90-474, 694 

  Orders filed for record regulated (39th Jud. Cir.)--86-390, 575 

  Practice and procedure in civil cases-1900, 1688; repealed--1903, 4 

  Pretrial diversion program (39th Jud. cir.)--2012-360, 892 

  Register, clerical assistance--1961, 708; 1967, 449 

  Reporter, expense allowance--1966, 169; 1971, 3173; 1978, 622 

  Terms--1861, 58; 1868, 409; 1869, 30, 63; 1870, 24; 1894, 389 

  Time of holding--1821, 9; 1842, 67; 1843, 111; 1844, 153; 1873, 74; 1878, 88; 1880, 60; 1886, 185; 

1900, 1974; 1903, 571; 1911, 128 

  Witnesses, state, relief of--1890, 1270 

  Witnesses, criminal cases, payment--1965, 758 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Compensation of register. 

 

COURT, COUNTY 

  Abolished--1931, 131; 1969, 2354 

  Clerk, compensation--1949, 93 

  Costs, fines and forfeitures--1949, 93, 133 

  Established--1947, 113; 1961, 1151 

  Judge, compensation--1949, 92; 1959, 1531; 1961, 1151 

  Register, compensation--1949, 93 

  Reporter, compensation--1949, 93; 1963, 321 

  Solicitor, office established--1953, 215 

  Time of holding--1842, 123; 1843, 111; 1845, 48 

 

COURT, DISTRICT 

  Judge, compensation (39th Jud. Cir.)--88-270, 427 

  Pretrial diversion program (39th Jud. cir.)--2012-360, 892 

 

COURT, INFERIOR 

  Municipal court established--1931, 167; 1932, 27; 1945, 39 

 

COURT, PROBATE 

  Chief clerk, compensation--(GBLA) 1971, 3199 

  Clerical assistance--1955, 306; 1957, 115, 662; 1959, 738; 1965, 335, 424; (GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 

186; 1967, 448; (GBLA) 1969, 889; (GBLA) 1971, 1174, 1590, 3199 

  Fees established--1900, 2461 

  General index book authorized--86-22, 23 

  Judge, compensation--1949, 96; 1957, 115; 1969, 837; (GBLA) 1971, 3199, 4317; 1975, 754; 1978, 

309; 79-781, 1409 

  Judge, expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 888 



  Judge, reimbursed for monetary loss--82-113, 141 

  Recording fees--81-510, 873; 83-552, 851; 93-397, 682; 93-534, 881 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Compensation of probate judge. 

 

COURT, SUPERIOR COURT OF LIMESTONE COUNTY 

  Established--1969, 2354 

 

COURTHOUSE 

  Renovating, county commission authorized to borrow funds--(GBLA) 1975, 766 

 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY--See also SOLICITOR, COUNTY 

  Circuit established (39th Jud. Cir.)--1978, 332 

  Clerical assistance (8th Jud. Cir.)--1966, 168 

  Compensation (39th Jud. Cir.)--88-412, 608 

  Deputy, appointment (8th Jud. Cir.)--1966, 420; 1973, 1868; 1975, 897 

  Expense allowance--1961, 1170; 1965, 1532; (8th Jud. Cir.) 1966, 169; (8th Jud. Cir.) 1975, 897; (8th 

Jud. Cir.) 1978, 608 

  Investigators, appointment (39th Jud. Cir.)--81-280, 363 

  Pretrial diversion program (39th Jud. cir.), established--2012-360, 892 

  Solicitor’s fee (39th Jud. Cir.)--2009-357, 679 

  Solicitor's fund (8th Jud. Cir.)--1955, 710; 1964, 243 

 

ELECTIONS 

  Election officers and clerks, compensation--92-238, 587 

  Election officers, compensation--1975, 346 

  Precincts defined--1821, 31; 1821, 64; 1822, 114; 1823, 90; 1826, 23 

  Voting centers established and adopted--90-320, 435 

 

ELKMONT--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY 

  Limestone County established--1818, 12 

 

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND 

  Abolished--(GBLA) 1975, 806 

  Claims, payment--1900, 1989 

  Fines, payment--1900, 2459 

 

FIRE PROTECTION 

  Appropriation authorized--1978, 291 

  Assessment--84-577, 1200 

  Districts established--1955, 444, 452; 1978, 390  

  Service fee levied on dwellings outside municipalities for volunteer fire departments, referendum--2004-

444, 787; 2008-123, 161; amended, referendum--2008-414, 814 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 371 (ratified 1978)--County commission authorized to establish fire districts. 

 

GAME AND FISH 

  Fish, protection--1871, 171; 1872, 143; 1874, 598; 1888, 156; 1959, 736 

  Fur bearing animals, state regulation inapplicable--1978, 440 



  Game law--1886, 955; 1890, 1204 

 

GARBAGE 

  Location of privately owned or controlled regional landfill, referendum--91-110, 131 

 

HEALTH 

  Board of health, fees for certain services--84-541, 1166 

  Indigent health care--84-580, 1216 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 34 (ratified 1938)--Property tax for malaria control levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 311 (ratified 1969)--Ad valorem tax for health purposes levied. 

 

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES 

  Apportioners of roads, terms--1866, 723 

  Buck Island Bridge, certain bridge designated as--1957, 361 

  Feeding of prisoners, who work on--1963, 907 

  Grisham Bridge, certain bridge designated as--1957, 121 

  Highway and traffic funds, use--1977, 112 

  Maintenance and construction--1859, 523; 1907, 510; 1911, 66; 1923, 193; 1927, 26 

  Outdoor advertising regulated--93-867, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 127 

  Private property, maintenance of roads--1977, 301 

  Road and bridge fund expenses, publication--1931, 137 

  Road law--1849, 405; 1898, 697; 1915, 349; repealed--1923, 185 

  Road tax--1896, 1209 

  Road work inhabitants relieved--1931, 137 

  Vaughn-Easter Ferry Bridge, placing of markers on--1957, 421 

 

INDIGENT--See PUBLIC WELFARE 

 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

  Industrial promotion, appropriation--1977, 262 

 

JAILS 

  Guards--1831, 102 

  Jail store and inmate telephones operated by sheriff--94-385, 638 

 

JUNKYARDS 

  Regulated--94-671, 1287 

 

JURIES 

  Compensation--1826, 48; 1859, 42; 1973, 231; (GBLA) 1975, 1819 

  Drawing of special venires--1971, 217 

  Excusing, subsequent service--1971, 217 

  Excusing without presence of defendant--1971, 3555 

  Separation by consent in certain cases--1971, 216 

  Summoning--1844, 180 

 

JUSTICES OF PEACE 

  Jurisdiction--1878, 217; 1949, 221 

  Livestock, lists of cattle shipped to be filed--1884, 814 

 



JUVENILES 

  Court services fund, funding from supervision fee--2007-329, 586 

 

LAW LIBRARY 

  Established--1949, 133 

 

LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION OFFICE 

  Clerical assistance--1978, 307 

 

LESTER--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

LICENSE COMMISSION 

  Office abolished--84-804, 221 

  Office established--1978, 1089 

  Reimbursed for monetary loss--82-113, 141 

 

LICENSE COMMISSIONER 

  Budgetary operations--2006-343, 914; amended--2018-507 

  Method of selection, referendum--85-553, 845 

  Office established in lieu of license commission--84-804, 221 

 

LICENSES 

  Barbers--1959, 499; 1971, 689, 4608, 4448; repealed--1973, 232; 1973, 254 

  Boat license issuance by mail--92-236, 586 

 

MADISON--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 

  Created, referendum--87-324, 442 

 

MINES AND MINING 

   Rock quarries outside municipalities prohibited under certain conditions--2009-462, 824; 2009-463, 

825; 2009-464, 825; 2009-465, 826 

 

MOORESVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

MUNICIPALITIES 

  Annexation, approval of county commission required by municipalities outside county--86-394, 581 

  Outdoor advertising regulated--93-867, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 127 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 499 (ratified 1988)--No police jurisdiction extended beyond corporate limits 

of municipality. 

 

NUISANCES 

  Junkyards regulated--94-671, 1287 

 

PERSONNEL SYSTEM--See CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
  Tri-County Regional Planning Commission established--1959, 1132 

 



POLICE JURISDICTION 

  Constitutional Amendment 499 (ratified 1988)--No police jurisdiction extended beyond corporate limits 

of municipality. 

 

PRISONS 

  Criminal rehabilitation program established--83-534, 833 

  Jail store and inmate telephones operated by sheriff--94-385, 638 

  Prisoners food allowance--1963, 907; 1967, 1537 

 

PROBATE JUDGE--See COURT, PROBATE 

 

PROPERTY 

  Eminent domain, condemnation--1903, 204 

  Exemptions, certain property exempt from execution--1865, 101 

  Liner, Davis, L. R.--1863, 152 

  Recording fees--81-510, 873; 83-552, 851; 93-397, 682; 93-534, 881 

  Sixteenth section land fund, disposition--1843, 98 

  Valuation of land condemned--1892, 892 

 

PUBLIC WELFARE 

  Funds due soldier's families--1864, 134 

  Indigent health care--84-580, 1216 

  Paupers, support of--1831, 44 

  Superintendent of almshouse--1892, 760; repealed--1894, 424 

  Veterans, indigent families--1863, 117; 1864, 134; 1890, 1163 

 

RECORDS 

  Lost--1866, 53 

  Recording fees--81-510, 873; 83-552, 851; 93-397, 682; 93-534, 881 

  Transcription--1828, 22 

 

RELIEF ACTS 

  Biles, Knox--1949, 203 

  Black, Fred--1949, 203 

  Black, Marvin--1949, 203 

  Clay, Alice L.--1900, 1795 

  Clay, Pryor Hartselle--1900, 1238 

  Coffee, Mary L.--1900, 1854 

  Coffee, Richard E.--1900, 1937 

  Davis, Gertrude--1896, 1278 

  Davis, Martha Leslie--1896, 1273 

  Dollar, James--1949, 203 

  Elrod, Bill, Jr.--1959, 231 

  Gilbert, Van B.--1931, 175 

  Hafley, James H. and Sarah H.--1890, 861 

  McClellan, W. H.--1915, 379 

  Overmier, George Franklin--1900, 2038 

  Peebles, Emmet Cooley--1898, 1506 

  Rogers, Mary--1888, 658 

  Shiplock, John--1949, 203 

 



RESCUE SQUADS 

  Appropriation--(GBLA) 1975, 850; amended--(GBLA) 1975, 2652 

 

RETIREMENT 

  County commission authorized to provide health and medical coverage for retired county employees--

2002-423, 1089 

 

REVENUE COMMISSIONER 

  Budgetary operations--2006-343, 914; amended--2018-507 

  Office established, tax assessor and tax collector offices abolished, referendum--84-579, 1213 

 

SCHOOLS 

  Athens school district created--1896, 583 

  Bus drivers, compensation--1957, 120 

  Center Hill school district created--1886, 815 

  Public school funds, authority of board of education to regulate expenditures--1969, 359 

  Rowland school district created--1900, 2315 

  Secondary agricultural school demonstration farm, repair of building--1943, 113 

  Sixteenth section land fund, disposition--1843, 98 

  Teachers of science, workshops--1957, 122 

  Textbooks--1896, 202 

  Textbooks, substitutes for state adopted--97-862, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 202 

  Tuition fees, county and city boards authorized to require in certain conditions--1969, 1175 

  Union school district created--1888, 326 

 

SHERIFF 

  Appropriation authorized--(GBLA) 1971, 1592 

  Attorney employed for liability limited for acts of deputy--(GBLA) 1975, 1013, 2653 

  Automobiles, expense allowance--1947, 79 

  Chief deputy, compensation--88-411,  607; repealed--92-167, 277 

  Civil service system for law enforcement officers--(GBLA) 1975, 1179; amended--(GBLA) 1976, 1007 

  Clerical assistance--1959, 738; 1967, 448 

  Clerical assistance and supplies--(GBLA) 1961, 186; (GBLA) 1971, 1174 

  Clothing damage, reimbursement to employees--81-1100, 363 

  Community Corrections Program, certain employees granted arrest powers--2008-36, 55 

  Compensation--1947, 79; 1949, 190; 1953, 423; 1955, 305; 1965, 337; 1969, 837; 1975, 754; 1978, 309; 

79-780, 1408; 79-781, 1409 91-467, 851; 2008-36, 55; 2010-281, 506 

  

 

  Criminal rehabilitation program established--83-534, 833 

  Deputy and assistants--(GBLA) 1971, 1593, 3199; (GBLA) 1975, 2652 

  Deputy, assistants and jailers, compensation--1947, 79; 1949, 190; 1953, 423; 1955, 305; 1957, 113; 

1959, 1534; 1961, 708; 1963, 493; 1965, 337; 1969, 837 

  Deputy, surety bonds--1947, 79 

  Deputy, training program--(GBLA) 1975, 849 

  Driving education seminars, fees, fund--2008-410, 808 

  Expense allowance--81-418, 661 

  Fees established--1888, 453; 1900, 2457; 1911, 129 

  Highway and traffic fund, use for--1977, 112 

  Housing, county commission relieved from duty to furnish--1969, 1068 

  Investigator, authorized--1969, 837 



  Jail store and inmate telephones operated by sheriff--94-385, 638 

  Levy on property--1861, 18 

  Liability limited for acts of deputy, employment of attorney--(GBLA) 1975, 1013, 2653 

  Marked vehicles use--1959, 736 

  Pistol permit fees--1969, 839; amended 83-363, 541; amended--92-504, 985; 94-551, 1007 

  Prisoners food allowance--1963, 907; 1967, 1537 

  Uniforms, required to wear--1959, 736 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Compensation of sheriff. 

 

SOLICITOR, COUNTY--See also DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

  Compensation--1874, 557; 1961, 707; 1969, 837; (GBLA) 1971, 3199, 4317; 1971, 1975, 754 

  Deputy, office abolished--1931, 151 

  Office abolished--1931, 151; 1953, 212 

  Office established--1931, 148; 1947, 137; 1953, 215 

 

SOLID WASTE 

  Location of privately owned or controlled regional landfill, referendum--91-110, 131 

 

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 

  Athens residents prohibited from voting for, referendum--83-678, 1067 

  Appointment--95-697, 1515; amended--2000-350, 551 

  Board authorized to regulate office--1969, 359 

  Compensation--1947, 123; 1949, 225; 1951, 27; 1959, 1266; 1969, 359; 1975, 345; 79-129, 236; 80-

293, 408; 95-449, 945 

  Duties--1886, 870; 1951, 27; 1959, 1266 

  Election--1886, 870; 1931, 149 

 

TAX ASSESSOR 

  Assessment of taxes, book--1933, 7; repealed--1939, 136; method--1841, 101 

  Clerical assistance--1949, 88; 1955, 306; 1957, 116; 1959, 738; 1963, 894; 1965, 424; 1967, 448; 1969, 

837; (GBLA) 1969, 889; (GBLA) 1971, 1174, 1590, 3199 

  Compensation--1947, 67; 1949, 88; 1969, 837; (GBLA) 1971, 3199, 4317; 1975, 754; 1978, 309; 79-

780, 1408; 79-781, 1409; 81-418, 661 

  Election and term--1949, 131 

  Office abolished--1931, 132; 84-579, 1213 

  Office of assessor, reestablished--1931, 132 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Compensation of tax assessor. 

 

TAX COLLECTOR 

  Additional days to disburse taxes--1977, 452 

  Appointments by--1900, 1220 

  Clerical assistance--1947, 78; 1949, 90; 1955, 307; 1957, 112; 1959, 738; 1963, 893; 1965, 424; 1967, 

448; 1969, 837; (GBLA) 1969, 889; (GBLA) 1971, 1174, 1590, 3199; 1975, 754 

  Compensation--(GBLA) 1971, 3199, 4317; 1978, 309; 79-780, 1408; 79-781, 1409; 81-418, 661 

  Election and term--1949, 132 

  Office abolished--1931, 132; 84-579, 1213 

  Office of collector, established--1931, 132 

  Office reestablished--1931, 132 

  Payment of funds--1821, 114 



  Reimbursed for monetary loss--82-113, 141 

  Relief of--1822, 103; 1823, 104 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Compensation of tax collector. 

 

TAXATION 

  Ad valorem tax, referendum--85-474, 468 

  Dogs, tax--1915, 153 

  Fertilizer tax--1894, 368 

  Gasoline tax--1927, 135; 1933, 3; 1936, 56; 96-575, 886 

  Gross receipts on electricity--2001-557, 1124 

  Lodging tax--79-604, 1068 

  Road tax--1896, 1209 

  Sales and use tax, referendum--1955, 446; 1957, 106; amended--9-173, 200; 2001-557, 1124; amended--

2010-393,642; rate and exemptions--1959, 1215; 1965, 647 

  Special property tax--1955, 400; 1955, 544 

  Tobacco tax--89-278, 438 

  Transient occupancy tax--79-604, 1068 

  TVA payments in lieu of taxes--79-501, 914; 81-523, 883; 83-535, 836; amended--86-494, 937; 86-550, 

1124; amended--2006-378, 975; amended--2008-95, 126; amended--2010-549, 975; amended--2012-

240, 467 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 34 (ratified 1938)--Property tax for malaria control levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 311 (ratified 1969)--Ad valorem tax for health purposes levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 546--92-276, 646 (ratified 1992)--Sales and use tax levied for Athens City 

and Limestone County boards of education. 

  Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in 

those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 

 

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

  Payments in lieu of taxes, distribution--79-501, 914; 81-523, 883; 83-535, 836; amended--86-494, 937; 

86-550, 1124; amended--2006-378, 975; amended--2008-95, 126; amended--2010-549, 975; 

amended--2012-240, 467 

 

TREASURER, COUNTY 

  Compensation--1851, 466 

 

TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

  Established--1959, 1132 

 

VETERANS 

  Indigent families of--1863, 117; 1864, 134; 1890, 1163 

 

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

  Appropriation authorized--1978, 291 

  Service fee levied on dwellings outside municipalities for volunteer fire departments, referendum--2004-

444, 787; repealed, replaced, referendum--2008-123, 161; amended, referendum--2008-414, 814 

 

VOTERS 

  Election officers and clerks, compensation--92-238, 587 

  Election officers, compensation--1975, 346 



  Voting centers established and adopted--90-320, 435 

 

WATER AND WATERCOURSES 

  Ferries, Vaughn-Easter Ferry Bridge, placing of markers on--1957, 421 

  Mills--1827, 74 

  Navigable streams--1820, 77 

  Navigation of river--1822, 138 

  Tennessee River Basin, transfer of water prohibited--2006-361, 956; 2006-593, 1622 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 243 (ratified 1965)--Legislature authorized to create and develop Elk River 

Watershed. 

 

ZONING 

  Authorized--99-179, 205 

  Tri-County Regional Planning Commission established--1959, 1132 

  Constitutional Amendment 643--97-457 (ratified 1998)--Municipal planning and zoning not to extend 

beyond corporate limits. 

 

LOCAL LAWS APPLYING TO MUNICIPALITIES OF LIMESTONE COUNTY 

 

ARDMORE 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1965, 649; 1969, 712 

 

ATHENS 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Draft or keg beer or malt beverages, sale authorized--2011-262, 482; 2011-292, 538 

  Prohibition, enacted--1884, 724 

  Sale on Sunday authorized, regulated by governing body--2017-310 

 

ARMORY 

  Designated Fort James G. Dement--1957, 114 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

  Power to abate or reduce assessment for public improvements--(GBLA) 1969, 1976; (GBLA) 1971, 

1175 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  Sales and use tax, distribution--1957, 106; amended--99-173, 200 

  Use of funds--1943, 113 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 546--92-276, 646 (ratified 1992)--Sales and use tax levied for Athens City 

and Limestone County boards of education. 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1831, 88; 1911, 225; 1955, 965, 966, 969, 970; 1961, 478, 993; 1963, 721; 

1971, 3383; 1973, 571; 1977, 642; 83-367, 544; 86-659, 1986 1st Sp. Sess., 46; 99-101, 118; 2001-

362, 468; 2001-556, 1122 

 



CITY CLERK 

  Duties--1931, 183; 1932, 26 

 

CORPORATIONS 

  Female Academy incorporated--1822, 122 

  Lodge No. 16 incorporated--1833, 100 

  Railroad Company incorporated--1833, 105 

 

COURT, INFERIOR 

  Established--1920, 171; 1927, 39; 1931, 138 

 

COURT, MUNICIPAL 

  Warrant recall fee--2013-293, 1002 

 

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND 

  Distribution--(GBLA) 1971, 2591 

 

GAME AND FISH 

  License fees--1978, 292 

 

GOVERNING BODY 

  Bonds, issuance authorized--1896, 52; 1898, 64; 1919, 229 

  Election--(GBLA) 1955, 952; (GBLA) 1961, 167; (GBLA) 1971, 1208 

  Marshall, election--1874, 540; 1876, 241; 1923, 300 

  Mayor and council, election--1961, 167; 1971, 3197 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

  Commission authorized--84-509, 1127 

 

INCORPORATION 

  Athens incorporated--1818, 12; 1823, 61; 1827, 121; 1870, 141; 1872, 283; 1878, 304; 1880, 232; 1900, 

1036 

 

METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 

  Created, referendum--87-324, 442 

 

NUISANCES 

  Abatement of overgrown grass or weeds; notice, hearing, lien--2015-35 

 

SCHOOLS 

  Joint construction and operation of certain schools--1959, 102 

  Separate district created--1896, 383 

 

STREETS 

  Persons relieved from working--1932, 48 

 

TAXATION 

  Ad valorem tax increase for public school purposes, referendum--2002-86, 264; referendum--2015-162 

  Assessment for public improvements--(GBLA) 1969, 1976; (GBLA) 1971, 1175 

  Special property tax--1878, 453 

 



  Constitutional Amendment 8 (ratified 1920)--Special property tax levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 546--92-276, 646 (ratified 1992)--Sales and use tax levied for Athens City 

and Limestone County boards of education. 

 

UTILITIES 

  Contracts--1931, 136 

  Utility fees waived for the Habitat for Humanity--94-134, 175 

 

DECATUR 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--95-557, 1164; 96-488, 616 

 

ELKMONT 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1965, 1640; 1976, 265 

 

INCORPORATION 

  Elkmont incorporated--1872, 318 

 

LESTER 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

  Constitutional Amendment 244 (ratified 1965)--Authorized to enter into commerce. 

 

MADISON 

  Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in 

those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 

 

MOORESVILLE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Prohibition, enacted--1907, 211 

 

INCORPORATION 

  Mooresville incorporated--1818, 6; 1869, 241 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 

BINGO 

  Constitutional Amendment 692--2000-309 (ratified 2000)--Operation authorized. 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  Constitutional Amendment 546--92-276, 646 (ratified 1992)--Sales and use tax levied for Athens City 

and Limestone County boards of education. 

 

CEMETERIES 

  Constitutional Amendment 482 (ratified 1987)--County commission authorized to dispose dead animals 

and excavate human graves. 

 



COUNTY OFFICERS 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and 

compensation of certain county officials. 

  Constitutional Amendment 645--98-387 (ratified 1998)--Supernumerary offices abolished, participation 

in employees’ retirement system. 

 

COURT COSTS 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and 

compensation of certain county officials. 

  Constitutional Amendment 644--98-386 (ratified 1998)--Increased for new jail. 

 

COURT, PROBATE 

  Constitutional Amendment 64 (ratified 1947)--Compensation of probate judge. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

  Constitutional Amendment 244 (ratified 1965)--Lester, authorized to enter into commerce. 

 

FIRE PROTECTION 

  Constitutional Amendment 371 (ratified 1978)--County commission authorized to establish fire districts. 

 

MADISON, CITY OF 

  Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in 

those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 

 

MUNICIPALITIES 

  Constitutional Amendment 499 (ratified 1988)--No police jurisdiction extended beyond corporate limits 

of municipality. 

 

TAXATION 

  Constitutional Amendment 8 (ratified 1920)--Athens, special property tax levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 34 (ratified 1938)--Property tax for malaria control levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 311 (ratified 1969)--Ad valorem tax for health purposes levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 546--92-276, 646 (ratified 1992)--Sales and use tax levied for Athens City 

and Limestone County boards of education. 

  Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in 

those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 

  Constitutional Amendment 843--2010-128 (ratified 2010)--Occupational tax prohibited. 

 

WATER AND WATERCOURSES 

  Constitutional Amendment 243 (ratified 1965)--Legislature authorized to create and develop Elk River 

Watershed. 

 

ZONING 
  Constitutional Amendment 643--97-457 (ratified 1998)--Municipal planning and zoning not to extend 

beyond corporate limits. 
 


